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the entrance was next to impossible in the early part of
the evening, so great was the crowd in the street." Both
Trumbull and Schurz spoke here to enthusiastic hearers.
Among the letters received by Trumbull prior to the
convention the most thoughtful and weighty was the fol-
lowing written by Governor John M. Palmer, of Illinois:

SPRINGFIELD, April IS, 1872.

I have felt considerable apprehension in regard to the Cin-
cinnati movement for the reason that I have doubted the ability
of men of the right stamp to control the action of the proposed
convention, and I have believed that it would be better
to endure the abuses and weaknesses and follies of Grant's
Administration for another four years than to crystallize them
by the mistake of making a bad nomination of his successor.
Grant is an evil that we can endure if we retain the right to
point out his faults in principle and practice, but if some ancient
Federalist should be elected to succeed him what is now usurpa-
tion would be accepted by the people as the proper theory of
the government. But if the Cincinnati Convention nominates
a statesman I will support him, and you if you are selected as

the candidate.                                      T        _..   -,

JOHN M. PALMER.

Among the names mentioned as desirable candidates
that of Charles Francis Adams was the most prominent.
After him came Lyman Trumbull, Horace Greeley, David
Davis, B. Gratz Brown, and Andrew G. Curtin. Adams
had been Minister to Great Britain during the war, and
was now one of the arbitrators of the Geneva Tribunal
under the Alabama Claims Treaty. He had written a
letter to David A. Wells which showed that he did not
desire the nomination, was perfectly indifferent to it, but
that if it were given to him without pledges of any kind
he would not refuse. He said among other things:

If the call upon me were an unequivocal one based upon
confidence in my character earned in public life, and a belief
that I would carry out in practice the principles I professed, yards of
